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PART 1: 

Mahara in the BSN-PB Program 

 



Blended BSN Post Baccalaureate 

MAHARA  AS MEDIUM 

 

Prepares students with a previous degree in 27 months 

All other courses are taken online 

 Includes two Residencies and two Capstone Practice courses 

 Strong use of High fidelity Simulation Labs to reinforce practice 

Uses a variety of technologies to engage, teach, assess students 

 Content is richly enhanced with interactive & creative technologies 



 

Technological Landscape 
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Moodle  iPads 

eTexts 

Mahara 
ePortfolios – Collection of 
Learning Artifacts for each 
course  

Creativity, Interactivity, 
Multimedia, Reflection 

Digital texts, labs & resources 



MAHARA ORIENTATION 

MAHARA AS MEDIUM 

Accounts set up into Cohort Groups for each intake 

Initial workshops to orient students to Mahara on 
campus, reinforced with Program Mahara Manual 

Faculty create own ePortfolio to model Mahara use 

1 

2 

3 



FACULTY EPORTFOLIO - Profile 
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FACULTY EPORTFOLIO - PD 
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FACULTY EPORTFOLIO - Scholarly 
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FACULTY EPORTFOLIO - Aesthetic 
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MAHARA STRUCTURE 
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Profile 

Semester 
Collections 

Interaction 

• Introduction  

• Resume 

• Course Pages 

• Artifacts 

• Journals, Forums 

• Cohort Community 



Mahara ePortfolios support 
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Reflective Learning 

Personalized Learning 

Lifelong Learning 



Part 2: 

Mahara Artifacts as Aesthetic Expression 



AESTHETICS IN NURSING 

MAHARA  AS MEDIUM 

Socio- 
Political  
Knowing 

Ethical 
Knowing 

Empirical 
Knowing 

Aesthetic  
Knowing 

Relational 
Engage-

ment 

Personal  
Knowing 

  

Emancipatory 
Knowing 

 



AESTHETICS IN COURSE WORK 
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Creative 

Work 

Visual  

Models 

Posters 

Artistic 

Images 

DTP 

Free  

Verse 

Photo 

Novella 



VISUAL MODEL EXAMPLE 

RESEARCH PROCESS MODEL 

   Use Penultimate on your iPad to create your own model of  

the Research Process. Incorporate an image in your model, 

as well as artistic pen strokes. Save your work as a pdf, 

email the file to your computer and upload into your 

Mahara ePortfolio page. 
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VISUAL MODEL EXAMPLE 
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By Beejay Digno 



CONCEPTUALIZATION EXAMPLE 
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Characteristics of 
Qualitative 
Research 
Illustration     

    Consider the quote to 

the right.  Using one 
of your creative iPad 
Apps, create a visual 
illustration of these 
characteristics. Save 
your work and upload 
it to your Mahara 
ePortfolio page. 



CONCEPTUALIZATION EXAMPLE 
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By Beejay Digno 



THERAPY EXPLORATION EXAMPLE 

Reminiscence and Communication Theory 
 
      The literature shows several studies on reminiscence therapy and its utility to 

stimulate and engage older adults. It is also credited with stimulating: 
 
•  Empowerment 
•  Raised self-esteem 
•  Improved communication 
•  Stimulation and fun 
•  Enhanced mood 
      
      Use the Creative app of your choice to create a visual schematic of 

reminiscence therapy and its process, effects and outcomes. Save your work 
upload to your Mahara course page. 
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THERAPY EXPLORATION EXAMPLE 

MAHARA AS MEDIUM 

By Alisia Di Pomponio 



FREE VERSE EXAMPLE 

Seven Grandfather Teachings for Nurses 

   Read the Seven Grandfather Teachings through a few times 

then use your Pages app to write a free verse that 
incorporates all seven teachings into a guide for nurses to 
relationally engage with clients. Upload your work to your 
Mahara page. 
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FREE VERSE EXAMPLE 
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By Beejay Digno 



PHOTO NOVELLA EXAMPLE 

      This assignment gives you the opportunity to visually convey your personal 
interpretation of relational engagement by presenting pictures that reflect 
how you ‘know’ your world. It encourages the expression of reflection and 
creativity through snapshots of what you value, what moves you, what 
spurs a deeper relational engagement between you and the world around 
you. 

 
      This technique (sometimes called Photovoice) has been widely used in 

research and community development projects to help groups of people 
explore the issues and experiences that impact their lives. In this 
assignment, you will do this on a personal level and share your insights 
through your photographs and interpretations. . 

MAHARA AS MEDIUM 

Students use a gallery-like layout to organize their photographs & descriptions 



PHOTO NOVELLA EXAMPLE 
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DESK TOP PUBLISHING EXAMPLE 

HEALTH COUNSELING TIPS 
     
     Refer to the readings to create a tip list for student nurses 

on how to engage in motivational health counseling 
sessions with their clients, using your Pages app or other 
software. Focus your tip list around a particular health 
concern of either older adults or clients with a mental 
health challenge. Upload your tip list to Mahara. 
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DESK TOP PUBLISHING EXAMPLE 

MAHARA AS MEDIUM 

By Kayley Knapton 
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Part 3: 

Mahara Tools for Reflective Expression 



PRAXIS and REFLECTION 
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REFLECTION IN MAHARA 

MAHARA  AS MEDIUM 

 

Nurse 

Faculty 

Reflection 

Journals 

Self 
Reflect 

Case 
Studies 

Visual 

Work 



RELATIONAL ENGAGEMENT 
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Caring 

Perception Reflection 

Authenticity 

Mutuality Respect 

Relational Engagement Characteristics also include: 

Awareness Presence 



REFLECTIVE JOURNAL EXAMPLE 

   Talk with your mentor about their experience with 

legal – ethical considerations in client care. How did 
they cope with these dilemmas? Reflect on this 
dialogue in your ePortfolio Journal. 
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REFLECTIVE JOURNAL EXAMPLE 
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REFLECTIVE VISUAL EXAMPLE 

   RESOURCE FAMILY VISIT & FORUM 

 
     Set a meeting time with your resource family. Using the BSN-

PB holistic assessment tool, do a nursing assessment with 
them.  

 
     Create a genogram and ecomap and select the CFAM 

questions you will ask.  Share your summary of thoughts in 
the group forum. Upload your assessment, using 
confidentiality principles, to your ePortfolio. 
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REFLECTIVE VISUAL EXAMPLE 
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SELF REFLECTION EXAMPLE 

   Personal Development Plan Worksheet  

 
     Download and complete the worksheet by including at least 

one goal with targets and strategies for each dimension – 
Physical, Mental, Emotional, Spiritual, and Professional. Save 
and upload your work to Mahara. Make sure these are goals 
you actually do want to work toward, then start to work 
towards them in your life! 
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SELF REFLECTION EXAMPLE 
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CASE STUDY EXAMPLE 

   FLUID & ELECTROLYTE CASE 
 
     Consider the Sim Case study; Basic Assessment of the Teenage Athlete 

with Fluid and Electrolyte Imbalance. Answer the questions on the case 
study sheet (be brief to keep it to about one page) and upload  to your 
ePortfolio. 

 
      Begin to brainstorm pieces of an assessment and HREP for the client in the 

SIMS Case study using the iBrainstorm app on your iPad. Post your final 
version to your Mahara ePortfolio page.  

      
      Choose 3-4 students and comment on their HREPs in Mahara. 
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CASE STUDY EXAMPLE 
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By Alisia Di Pomponio 
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Part 4: 

Mahara for Professional Development 



PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS  
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Professional 

Responsibility 

And 

Accountability 

Knowledge 
based Practice 

Client focused 
Provision of 

care 

Ethical 
Practice 



NURSING PRACTICE FOCI 
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•Semester 6                      
Global Health 

•Semester 7 
Capstone Practice 
Preceptorship 

•Semester 5 
Community 
Health  

•Semesters 1 & 3 
Include 2  weeks 
of Residency, 
Labs & SIM Labs 

Semester 1 
Personal 

Semester 2 
Chronic, 

Older Adults 

Semester 4 
Family, 

Maternal-
Child, 

Pediatrics 

Semester 3 
Mental 
Health, 

Medicine, 
Surgery 



CONTINUITY OF CARE EXAMPLE 

   Use the creative app of your choice to create a visual model of 

Continuity of Care, including the three categories: 
Informational, Management, and Relational. Be sure to 
position nurses in all three categories and across care settings. 

Save your work as a jpg or png file and upload to Mahara.  
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CONTINUITY OF CARE EXAMPLE 
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Relational 
Continuity 

• Reinforces nurses 
as a key player in 
continuity 

Management 
Continuity 

• Nurses should be 
involved in 
continuous plan 
of action 

Informational 
Continuity 

• Informatics 
competencies 
reinforce 
continuity 



CERTIFICATE EXAMPLE 

Tri-Council Policy Tutorial (TCPS 2: CORE) 
 
     Complete the Tutorial online on the Government of Canada – 

Panel on Research Ethics at: 
http://www.pre.ethics.gc.ca/eng/education/tutorial-didacticiel/ 

 
     Be sure to read the CORE User Guide and FAQs before beginning. 
 
     Upload a copy of your Certificate of Completion in Mahara.  
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CRNBC RN QUALITY ASSURANCE  
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Self 
Assessment 

Peer 
Evaluation 

Professional 
Plan 

Quality 
Assurance 

Profile 

Regular 
Evaluation 

Practice Hours 

Nurses are lifelong learners who 
continually assess and improve their 
practice. By participating in CRNBC's 
Quality Assurance Program 
throughout the year, nurses indicate 
to the public that they are 
maintaining their competence to 
practise and that they take their 
professional development 
obligation seriously. Meeting this 
obligation is an important way to 
maintain the public's trust in 
registered nurses. 



 

Quality Assurance Activities  

Quality Assurance Activities 
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Hours 

Assess 

Peer 

PD Plan 

Engage 

Effects 

• Meet minimum practice hours 
(1,125 hours over the last five years) 
 

• Complete a self-assessment using 
CRNBC’s Standards of Practice 
 

• Seek and receive peer feedback 
 

•  Create and implement a 
professional development plan 
based on your self-assessment and 
peer feedback 
 

• Evaluate the effect of last year’s 
professional development on your 
practice 



VALUE OF MAHARA to QA for RNs 
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Mahara 

Evidence 

Record 
Self 

Assess 

Artifacts 

Profile & Resume 

Reflection 



SUPPORTS LIFE LONG LEARNING 
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By Alisia Di Pomponio 



THANK YOU!! 
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Questions? 

Contact Us 

More Info 

Questions about the Program?  
 
 
 
Contact: 
June Kaminski 
BSN-PB Program Coordinator 
june.kaminski@kpu.ca 
 
 
Go to Website 
for More Information 

http://www.kwantlen.ca/calendar/2012-13/health/nursingpb-deg.html

